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laws 

 

 

Law n°  2009-48 dated 8 July 2009, promulgating 
the seaports code (1). 

In the name of the People, 

The Chamber of Deputies and the Chamber of Advisors 
having adopted, 

The President of the Republic enacts the following law: 

Article one - The seaports code is promulgated in 
accordance with the law herein. 

Art. 2 - The provisions of the code herein are applicable 
to pleasure ports within two years as from the date of its 
promulgation. 

Art. 3 - Are repealed as from the date of entrance into 
force of the code herein, the commercial seaports code 
promulgated by law n°    99-25dated 18 March 1999, as 
amended by law n°   2001-67 dated 10 July 2001 and law 
n°   2005-9 dated 19 January 2005 and law n°   2002-47 
dated 14 May 2002 relating to fishing ports.  

The decrees and orders implementing the above 
mentioned laws remain in force until the promulgation of 
the implementing texts of the code herein. 

Art. 4 - The provisions relating to the real estate law 
provided for by the legislation on the concessions’ regime is 
applicable to real estate rights burdening the buildings, 
works and fixed fittings built within the scope of 
concessions granted in accordance with the provisions of 
law n°  99-25 dated 18 March 1999 and law n°  2002-47 
dated 14 May 2002, referred to in article 3 of the law 
herein. 

The law herein shall be published in the Official Gazette 
of the Republic of Tunisia and implemented as law of the 
state. 

Tunis, 8 July 2009. 

Zine El Abidine Ben Ali 

 

SEAPORTS CODE 

 

Title One 

General Provisions 

Article one - The code herein fixes the conditions of the 
creation of the seaports and the management of the ports 
public domain, its use, preservation, maintenance as well as 
the general rules insuring the security, safety, health, 
cleanliness and the preservation of the environment. 

________  

(1) Preparatory works :    

Discussion and adoption by the Chamber of Deputies during 

its session held on 9 June 2009. 

 Discussion and adoption by the Chamber of Advisors during 
its session held on 18 June 2009. 

 The code herein shall apply to the seaports and the 
whole relating seaports public domain excepting the 
military ports. 

Art.2 - The seaports are created by the state or within 
the scope of operating and building concession granted by 
the state in according to a contract or a specifications 
approved by decree on a proposal from the Minister in 
charge of the port activity 

The conditions and procedures of the creation and the 
extension of the seaports are fixed by decree on a proposal 
from the Minister in charge of equipment after the opinion 
of the Minister of Transport, the Minister in charge of 
fishing and the Minister in charge of tourism. 

Article 3 - The seaports are classified to commercial 
ports, fishing ports and pleasure ports. 

The list of each category of the seaports is fixed by 
decree on a proposal from the Minister in charge of the port 
activity after opinion of the higher council of seaports as 
provided for by article 124 of the code herein. 

If the port includes many activities, it shall be classified 
in accordance with its main activity. 

Article 4 - The provisions provided for by the code 
herein shall not apply to the military ships or to the national 
security forces ships or the customs’ ships. 

 In order to facilitate the mission of these ships in the 
ports , their admittance, drawing alongside and movements 
shall be governed by special provisions which shall take 
into consideration the safety, security and using rules of the 
port. 

These provisions are fixed by decree. 

Article 5 - Each port has got a specific regulation which 
fixes, according to each category of port, the following: 

- The location, the component part, the delimitation and 
the characteristics of the port 

- The priority rules of entrance and exit of ships 

- The use of the port quay, the port terminals and the 
logistic activity zones including the logistic activities 
spaces 

- The loading, unloading and the warehousing of 
dangerous goods 

- The depth of the band quay side reserved to temporary 
warehousing of goods 

- The minimal rhythm of handling operations 

- The rules of receipt and collection of goods on port 

- The rules of security, safety health cleanliness and 
preservation of the environment 

- The port services, their methods and the activities 
relating to the port 

- The locations of maintenance, repairing of ships and 
ships aground and their stays on the platform      

- The use of cold chambers and spaces for 
commercialization of fishing products 

- The conditions of entrance and traffic of persons and 
vehicles to the seaports 


